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Dear Parents, 

 

During the past two years, a group of community members concerned with the future of Catholic education in the York Dean-

ery developed a school consolidation plan for all the parish based Catholic schools. Following a public meeting this past fall, 

the committee decided not to move forward with their plans, as there was limited support from the Catholic school community. 

While this plan will not be moving forward, several schools within the Deanery are still left with serious concerns regarding 

their futures.  After a great deal of consideration and conversations, the decision has been made by the parish leadership of St. 

Joseph-Dallastown and St. Patrick’s to consolidate into one, new school. While we will face challenges during this transition, 

we are confident that our combined school, to be known as York Catholic Elementary School, will continue to showcase the 

strong traditions of Catholic education in the York area.  

 

This was a difficult decision, reached after considerable reflection.  Unfortunately, with steadily declining enrolments in both 

schools, our parishes were no longer able to meet the financial obligations of our schools and parishes. During the past 12 

years, the York Deanery has experienced a 20% decrease in enrollments and has also seen a 40% decrease in the number of 

baptisms. After consultation with parish leadership, it was felt that we could no longer continue to place the future of our par-

ishes in jeopardy by creating a significant debt burden.  After conversations with the pastors and parish leadership, we jointly 

asked Bishop Gainer for permission to consolidate our two schools at the end of the 2018-19 school year. Bishop Gainer has 

granted this request. Through joining our schools together, we will continue supporting Catholic education, while also ensur-

ing support for the many other ministries of our parishes.  

 

As we make preparations for this transition, we will be working closely with the Diocese to help with our staff and to help 

with families that wish to continue their Catholic education at York Catholic Elementary School or one of the many other 

Catholic Schools in our region.   

 

We are grateful to our parents for the many years of support given to our school and for entrusting your children to the school 

for their formation.  It is our hope that families would wish to continue their Catholic education at the new program, where we 

will be supporting them just as we have in the past. 

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Mark E. Weiss Rev. Keith M. Carroll Ms. Margaret Snyder        Mrs. Kathleen Smith 

St. Joseph Church  St. Patrick Church  St. Joseph School – Dallastown        St. Patrick School  

 


